
The Snow Walkers’ Gazette

Page 1

Volume 33 Issue 7 Periodic Newsletter of the Parkland X-C Ski Club April 1, 2012
❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❅ ❄ ❅

❄ Next Meeting: April 10, 6:00 PM at Bower Kin Community Hall
85 Boyce Street. Please bring utensils, plate and cup for Season Wind Up

Assiniboine
Spring

Mount Assiniboine towers over 
ski tracks on Jones’ Bench 
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Contact Us
Web
www.parklandxcskiclub.org 
Newsletter 
Steve Bennett 403-227-3913 
Steve@BentechAPS.com 
This includes Trip Reports!!! 

Mail 
Parkland Cross Country Ski Club  
Box 21014 BPO Bower Place  
Red Deer, AB, T4N 5E7 Canada

Tour Leaders 2011/2012
Vance Buchwald 403-346-3934 vbuchwald@shaw.ca
Margo Coppus / George Coppus 403-281-3573 margo@coppus.ca
Brian Davies / Carol Lindner 403-227-4409 bcdavies@telusplanet.net
Debbie Davies 403-782-0991 ddavies@wolfcreek.ab.ca
Jeff Kirtzinger 403-396-9748 jkirtzinger@bjservices.ca
Jane Davies / Steve Davies 403-342-6473 stevejanedavies@gmail.com
John Duke / Jenni Duke 403-309-9380 dukezoo@shaw.ca
Pat Gleason 403-227-1164 patjak@telus.net
Steve Irwin / Sandy Vradenburgh 403-352-0864 wayuphigh@shaw.ca
Greg Olson 403 505 0751 olson2500@yahoo.com
Claude Sam 403-342-2069 nsam@telus.net
Mike Spencer 403-887-5859 ilovused@telus.net
Marilyn Strilchuk 403-347-8494 marilyn.strilchuk@shaw.ca
Richard Townell 403-340-0050 rtownell@gmail.com
Don Wales / Marie Willett 403-343-2937 donmarie@telusplanet.net
Frank Weber 403-346-2916 frankyogi@live.ca
Karen Weisgerber 403-887-4028 kweisgerber@wolfcreek.ab.ca

Parkland Ski Club Executive 2011/2012
The activities and affairs of the Parkland XC Ski Club are managed by elected club volunteers, usually for a minimum term of two 
years. All club members are expected to take a turn at these leadership positions.
President: Vance Buchwald 403-346-3934 vbuchwald@shaw.ca
Vice President: Kelly Bogle 403-343-3882 rkbogle@telusplanet.net
Past President: Don Wales 403-343-2937 donmarie@telusplanet.net
Treasurer: Dick Pawloff 403-347-3658 dpawloff@telusplanet.net
Secretary: Barb Coulter 403-346-7096 barlou1@telus.net
Mountain Tour Director: Richard Townell 403-340-0050 rtownell@gmail.com
Day Tour Director: Linda Dickin 403-342-1913 ltdickin@shaw.ca
Publicity Director/Archives: Sandy Vrandenburgh 403-352-0864 wayuphigh@shaw.ca
Newsletter Director: Steve Bennett 403-227-3913 Steve@BentechAPS.com
Social Director: Debby Davies 403-782-0991 ddavies@wolfcreek.ab.ca
Red Deer Nordic Director: Alison Rittammer 403-347-7086 akrittammer@hotmail.com
Tracksetting Director: Don Wales 403-343-2937 donmarie@telusplanet.net
Website Guy: Brian Davies 403-227-4409 bcdavies@telusplanet.net

Cost of a Trip 
Cost per Weekend 
Hostel or Hut Cost noted in Tour 
Schedule. This is typically $54 for 
people that require a beacon, probe 
and a shovel.   
$8/weekend for safety equipment : 
$5 for an approved avalanche 
beacon + $2 for an approved snow 
shovel + $2 for avalanche probe.  

Car Pooling 
The passengers share  
car-pooling costs.  
The driver’s share consists of  
the use of his car and the  
driving. 
Longer trips 
Longer trips and those on the 
icefields cost more. Contact the  
Tour Leader for information. 

Contact the Tour Leader to join a trip
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By: Jane

We all gathered at Donna and Ron's place in Canmore to make the final plans for our trip.  The group skiing in, Jane, Steve, 
Donna, Ron and Margo were on their skis by 8:30.  The weather was overcast with no wind and gently falling snow.  It made 
for excellent skiing conditions.  Fortunately the group were able to follow tracks so trail-breaking was very moderate for the 
majority of the route.  However, the group helicoptering (Jeff, Debbie, Ivan, Steve Bennett and George) experienced a 3.5 hour 
delay in departure. There was a window in the weather that lasted about an hour, just enough time for the passengers and gear 
to get into Assiniboine safely.  The group skiing in were able to contact the Helicopter outfit and were aware of the delays.  A 
group decision was made to continue onward and snuggle together in the huts to keep warm, if necessary, knowing that their 
gear may not be waiting for them. (Margo was missing her man at that point!).  The skiing group arrived around 6:15 pm with 
a warm welcome from the others and good food prepared. 

Long Sunny Days In Assiniboine

Ivan worked enthusiastically to keep the fire going in the huts.  It was toasty all night.    A very cheerful Ivan woke us with 
such joy!  it was a cloudless sky, the first time in 14 visits to Assiniboine that Ivan had seen it so clear.  Ivan made sure Steve B. 
was up and ready with his camera to catch the sunrise on Assiniboine.  They both left a good hour ahead of the group and cut 
a great trail up to Jones' Bench.  The others followed their tracks and we met for lunch.  We then played for a while on some 
gentle slopes before continuing onward.  We skied along the Bench eventually finding our way down to Og Lake and then 
back through the gully to the main trail back to Assiniboine Lodge area, a circular trip of about 14 kms.  The sky remained 
clear and the snow retained its powder.  Back at the cookhouse Ivan made his blueberry tea... it put everybody in the mood for 
a great evening of eating and drinking.

Sunday we awoke to a presunrise temperature of -19 and clear skies. Everybody was ready to leave by 8:30.  The ski down the 
pass was wonderful, with powder snow all the way.  Steve B. was able to ski down the pass so gracefully, shifting his weight on 
his skis in a magical way.  He earned the Warren Miller Award for that!  Lunch was at the Warden's Cabin in balmy +3.  The 
temperature continued to rise through the afternoon which made the second half of the trip more challenging.  We arrived 
back at Shark Mountain around 3:30, exhausted but thrilled to have experienced such a wonderful time in the mountains.

A great group of people to be with to experience some of the best scenery nature has to offer!

Skiers enjoy the mid-day sun while crossing 
Jones’ Bench in search of turns
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By: Jane

Departing Ramparts Hostel the temperature was -23 at 8:30 am.  30 mins later as we began are climb up to Wilcox Pass the 
temperature had risen to -8.  It remained a cloudless sky for the full day with temperatures reaching around +5.  The snow 
through the trees was good, but once out of the trees there was little snow and lots of bare areas for a while.  We lunched 
opposite a gently slope which became a ‘play area’ for a few people, the others choosing to languish in the sun.  We skied to the 
far end of the pass and contemplated skiing down Tangle Creek.  (Its definately not only women who have difficulty making 
decisions,it seemed the pros and cons were tossed around for ages by the gentlemen in the group!)  We returned the same way 
and floundered down the trail for a while before finding the good snow in the trees.

Wilcox Pass & Glacier Lake Tour

Sunday, without Margo and George (Margo injured her knee the previous day on the descent) six of us made our way towards 
Glacier Lake.  Another cloudless sky.  We reached the Howse River and continued our ski.  About two kms before the lake the 
river became too icy to continue, without even enough snow to ski on along the sides.  We returned to our vehicles about 3 
only to look forward to a hike into Glacier Lake in the summer. 

Steve Bennett’s photos really give the true story of our trip.  It was outstandingly beautiful with great company to enjoy it with. 
Thanks Steve Bennett, Margo, George, Dave, Jeff and Debby for the good times.

Steve (TL) and Jane (Assist) Davies

PS.  The club is actively seeking a marriage counsellor to provide counselling to TLs and Assists who run a trip together!

Dave watches as Debby crosses some open water on the Howse River on the trail towards Glacier Lake

The Year End Roundup and AGM will be held at the Bower-Kin Community 
Centre April 10, 6:00 pm.
There will be a pot luck supper so please bring a dish from the following 
list based on your last name:
A - F Bring a salad  G - L Bring a dessert  M - Z Bring a Main Dish
Please bring your own plate, cup and cutlery


